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1. You will need the YamlDB plugin in your app folder to move data from one 

database type to another.   
 

2. Install the plugin into your app folder. This example app is named “cris-topics’: 
 

C:\hoboapps\cris-topics> ruby script/plugin install 
http://opensource.heroku.com/svn/rails_plugins/yaml_db 

 
3. Connect to your database and run the following command to move your data to a 

data.yml file.   
 

C:\hobapps\cris-topics> rake db:data:dump 

 
         This creates a file called data.yml 
 

         Move the data.yml file outside the app if it is very large.  Gzip it to this name: 
 

         data.yml.db.gz 
 
        See more info here: 
 
        http://github.com/adamwiggins/yaml_db/tree/master 
 

4. Now tarball your app so you can upload it to Heroku: 
 

 tar czf cris-topics.tar.gz cris-topics/ 
 
 This example uses CygWin: 
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5. Create a new app on Heroku: 
 

 
 
6. Access the Heroku “Rake” console: 

 
 db:schema:load 
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This will build your all of your database tables in Heroku (Postgres database). 
 
 

7. Now upload your gzip’d data if it was not in your tarballed application: 
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8. Now access the Heroku console and unzip the compressed data: 
 

 `gunzip db/data.yml.gz 2>&1` 

 
(Make sure you use the BACKQUOTE and not the single quote. 
 
 
You need to refresh the page before you see data.yml. 
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9. Run this command from the Heroku Rake console. 
 

 db:data:load  

 
10. Run your app. 


